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MESS AGE

I

FROM THE

PRESIDENT

SUMMER 2019

t seems as I grow older, the time goes
by faster and faster. Members join,
and as we experienced this year –
members are lost through inactivity,
disinterest or death. Members have life
threatening illness and over came all odds
to be with us and their Laekens for a while
longer. I appreciate your prayers, words of
comfort, words of encouragement as our
members rallied around those who were
going through a rough patch in the road of
life.
The 2019 National Specialty was – how
can a president say WOW loud enough so
the membership and the whole world can
hear how proud I am to have the fairly new
members pick up the proverbial ball and
run with it to the end line. Donald Hyatt ll,
R. Margaret Hyatt Currier & family pulled
off one of the best and more active
National Specialties – HERD EWE DOWN
THE BAYOU held in Covington LA at the
Wonderdog Farms owned by Shelly
Spotswood. What a time we all had from
April 5 through April 7th! Meeting new dog
sports addicts, New people interested in
the Belgian Laekenois and other rare
breeds on site. Sharing an hour in the
middle of the day when all activities
stopped for a noon day meal consisting of
Cajun or Creole cooking. Enjoying the
fellowship as groups shifted and others
moved to different groups to introduce
themselves.
5 OPEN Shows, 3 Judges education
seminars, Herding tests and trials, Farm
Dog Certification tests, CGC & Trick Dog,
Temperament Testing, 1st line Parade, 2nd
line Parade, General Meeting, B Match,
National Specialty and Crawfish Boil. Raffle

baskets, Tornados & torriential rains.
Meeting new and and catching up with old
friends. Working with the Jr. Handlers. Terri
Petersen and husband Gary B. owners of
Perren Photography were in attendence all
three days to give exhibitors quality
professional photographs.
Tuesday the week of the big event our
Chairperson was diagnosed with esophigal
cancer. It was a traumatic time for him and
his family, but everyone carried on and did
their best to make the event the most
spectacular and enjoyable ever. Then one
month to the day of the event, Michelle
Miller gave up her fight with cancer. She
was a new ABLA member and the Event
Secretary for the Herding and OPEN
shows at the event.
Three Jr. Handlers attended for the
conformation, one of which handled 7 or 8
dogs as well in the herding arena.Vianne
SadieRose Currier Honchock, daughter of
Donald Hyatt II and R Margaret Hyatt
Currier – Show Chairs.
Susi Szeremy, founder of National
Purebred Dog Day, and free lance writer
was in attendence all weekend getting
information on the Laekens, ABLA and the
ins and outs of a National Specialty for FSS
& MISC breeds. She wrote an article about
the Laekens and the National Specialty that
AKC picked up for the Gazette. (To read
Susi Szeremy's AKC Gazette Article 
"Belgians On the Bayou" go to the on line
AKC Gazette magazine June 2019 issue.)
Special thanks to Susi for promoting the
Belgian Laekenois and the other MISC and
FSS breeds that attended the event.
The ABLA 2019 General Meeting was
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held Friday, April 5, 2019 at the Wonderdog
Farms in Covington LA. Several members
were in attendence. (see minutes of ABLA
2019 General Meeting in another section of
this newsletter)
Saturday, April 6, 2019, member Carol
Shields did the Laekenois Judges
Education Seminar and held a second
seminar Sunday morning for any interested
members and others on the breed. Well
attended and I can't express enough how
great the seminars were.
A special thanks go out to Donald Hyatt
II for his presentation on becoming an
incorporated club and the protection it
provides the general membership. The
members voted unamiously to become
incorporated under Louisianna law with
attorney Hyatt as our filing council as he is
a member of the bar in Louisianna.
Also ABLA Board extends their thanks to
Donald Hyatt (Luke) and wife R Margaret
Hyatt Currier (Zan) for compiling all the
documentation needed to be presented to
AKC showing ABLA has met all the
requirements for full recogntion as a
“member” Club and for full recognition into
the herding group with the exception of a
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few three generation pedigree registered
Laekens and two litters.
Luke and Zan compiled and sent several
hundred pages of paperwork recovered
from documents sent to AKC and “lost” or
“misplaced” . Also an audit of all the
registered litters and registered Laekenois
was performed and documentation on
several dogs submitted changing their
status from 2 or 1 generation into the
correct status of three generaltion. All this
research took place during the planning of
the National Specialty, much of it coming to
fruitation during the final stages of the
Specialty.
As per the minutes of the meeting – a
Nomination Committee was selected.
Chair person is myself – Sharrii Hunt –
President, Barbara Arney, Pat Woicek &
Rene Sands. Nomination slate needs to be
turned over to the board by mid August at
the latest.
Enjoy your National Specialty newsletter
– the LaekenWire.
Sharrii Hunt  President
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P R E PA R AT I O N S F O R YO U R
A N I M A L S , W H A T I F. . .

H

aving gone through the experience
recently of helping a wonderful
family left behind with a complicated animal
situation with the death of a person who
was in competitive sports with their
animals, dogs in this case. The particular
sport is not important, the specific breed is
not important, the location is not important.
What was important was no directions were
left for the family, at the home, at the
kennel, in any animals' records or at the
veterinarian's office.
Verbal directions and specific requests
were left with friends that the family had no
contact with, so finding the link to the
friends by the family was a very difficult
process. Due to the sudden death, and a
few days lapse in the knowledge of the
death by anyone, the pressure was
immense on the family members left
behind. It was difficult to care for the large
number of animals, due to long distances
and needs of other family members.
Thankfully, the family was familiar with
the value of the animals and the critical
impact if the wrong decisions were made.
They cared for the animals with kindness,
while they struggled to find people to help.
They wanted to find the animals
appropriate loving homes. The result was
an odd trajectory to find information that
ultimately resulted in excellent help, by
people with great knowledge of the
individual animals.
By not being prepared, the owner left a
situation that caused unnecessary stress
all around. This could have been any family
anywhere.
What is important is what needs to be

thought out for ANY animal owner, no
matter the number or type, is planning
ahead for those things we don't want to talk
about or even consider. What If?
Let's go through hypothetical situations:
So you are a person who lives alone, has
more than one animal that are utilized for
competitions and breeding. The animals
are valuable imports with lots of titles. They
are critical individuals for the bloodlines in
your breed. Your breed is very rare. You
are very focused on your animals making
an impact in the competition world and it is
a critical focus in your life. You are getting
older and you are having what appear to be
small health problems, no problem right?
Wrong, as you then pass away suddenly
with no will. Or you are a younger person in
the same boat and have a vehicle accident,
become incapacitated or die.
What will happen to your animals?
If you leave no directive, they easily
could be sent to shelters or rescue, altered
and placed without knowledge of
particularities of breed or the individuals.
Or if you make a plan things could go far
better for your animals. Leave directions as
to who to contact at your home in a
prominent place near your animals, on your
personal records and with your veterinarian
in each animal's file with multiple people to
contact. Put a directive on the top or front
of every animal's file, or record keeping
place.
Consider an email to your family or
friends that spell out a plan, so they are
aware ahead of time. Even with no will
there are methods that registry agencies
provide for animals' ownership to be
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transferred, so become familiar with your
particular registries rules. Make sure your
directive includes this information so the
people handing the situation can make the
transfer easily.
In the above situation the animals were
signed over following the directive by the
registration agency (AKC in this case) that
allowed for a next of kin to simply have a
form notarized and the animals official
ownership be transferred, with no probate
or court processing. It was done easily and
the dogs were able to move to their new
homes and continue their competition
careers without a hiccup.
This is the question that we all need to
take a moment to ponder. There are many
ways an owner or caretaker can be
incapacitated, accident, illness or even
death. There are several critical questions
an animal owner needs to ask themselves:
1. Does someone check in with me on a regular
basis?
2. Is the check in at a short enough of an
interval that if something happened to me my
animals would be safe and cared for?
3. Does someone know my itinerary when I
travel?
4. How long I would my animals be left alone if
something happened to me?
5. How can I assure that the interval of time is
short enough that my animals would be safe and
cared for?
6. Do people at your workplace and/or
neighbors know you have animals that would
need care if something happened?
7. Do they have a contact if something
happened to you?
8. Do the people in my family or community
know what my wishes are if my animals need to
be managed in the event of an accident or
death?
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9. Is there an easily found directive that
someone, first responders, family, friends. could
access so my animals are cared for in the way I
would like them to, quickly?
10. Have I spoken clearly with the people I
have assigned to take over with situation with
my animals so that they understand my wishes?
11. Does my veterinarian know what my wishes
are?
12. If my animals are registered, have I
provided information how to transfer
ownership?
13. Have I carefully considered the path should
I not leave a clear directive?
14. Am I comfortable with Animal Control
taking over the situation, sterilizing my animals
and placing them as they can?
15. Am I comfortable with a Rescue Group
taking over, which may require sterilization of
valuable individuals?
16. Am I more comfortable with people
managing the situation that understand the
particulars of my animals?
Make a plan, Take the time, Consider
the stress on the animals. Consider the
stress on those left to handle your animals.
Be clear in your wishes. Be clear about
who to contact. Leave it in a prominent
place. Do the right thing for your animals
and those left behind to sort things out for
you.
R. Margaret Hyatt Currier
Chiens de Rafale

LAEKENWIRE

NEW MEMBERS

T

he following have applied for ABLA Membership and have been approved for
membership by the ABLA Board:

Teri Peterson & Garry Bakic, Hartland WI
Michele Miller, Erath, LA

T

APPLICANTS

he following have applied for ABLA Membership. If you have any concerns about
the following potential members, please contact an ABLA Board Member. Thank
you to all of the applicants for supporting ABLA and the Belgian Laekenois.
Jack and Holly Maro, Ocala, FL
Alan and Laura Wright, Mount Dora, FL
Kathryn Doomy, Powder Springs, GA
Alexandra Finke, Lemgo, Germany
Maria Wilhelsson, Tibro
Mary Beth Lanassa, Guleport MS
Jeremy & Angela Chamberlin, Waynesville MO
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T

BELGIAN LAEKENOIS CANINE
C O L L E G E C O U R S E U P D AT E

he required online AKC Canine
College breed education course for
the Belgian Laekenois is still in the process
of development. The ABLA breed course
committee, Sonja Ostrum, Sharrii Hunt,
and myself have been working in concert
with AKC since September 2018.
I recently touched base with our AKC
Canine College contact, Magen Leavell, for
an update. Magen said they have all the
assets from ABLA they need for inclusion in

6 | SUMMER 2019

the Laekenois course. An Instructional
Designer has been assigned to the
Laekenois course, and he will begin work
shortly after his current project has been
launched.
Magen is optimistic Section 1, Meet The
Breed part of the course will be available
for the ABLA committee to review by early
mid June.
Diane Bresee

LAEKENWIRE

L A E K E N W I R E A B L A N AT I O N A L
BEST OPPOSITE SEX
2019 American Belgian Laekenois Association National Specialty
Best of Opposite Sex
Sinanju's Naga Jolokia of Sunny CM2 PT HSAS CGC FDC TT
Galdra's Mind Son of Mine ex Vajert Alpha
Bred by Maria Wilhelmsson of Tibro Sweden
Owned by Donald L Hyatt II & R Margaret Hyatt Currier & Trisha Thibodeaux
Shown by Trisha Tibodeaux
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AMERICAN BELGIAN LAEKENOIS
A S S O C I AT I O N
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING &
T R E A S U R E R ' S R E P O RT
April 5, 2019 @ 7PM CENTRAL
WonderDog Farms – Covington LA

Call to Order

A

general membership meeting of the American Belgian Laekenois Association was
held on April 5, 2019, at WonderDog Farms, Covington, Louisiana during the Herd
Ewe Down the Bayou event. It began at 7:00pm Central time and was presided over by
President Sharrii Hunt, with Donald L. Hyatt, II serving as actingsecretary for the meeting.

Attendees Voting members in attendance included:
President Sharrii Hunt, Barb Arney, Pam Bartholomew, Gary Bakic, R. Margaret Hyatt
Currier – HEDTB Hospitality Chair, Donald L. Hyatt, II – HEDTB event chair and acting
secretary for General Meeting, Teri Peterson, Bill Sands, Rene Sands, Juan Carlos
Sabogal – HEDTB Awards Chair, Carol Shields, Pat Woicek, Suzanne Wright, Michelle
Miller, Vianne CurrierHonchock, Diane Young – herding tests and trials secretary for
event, Tarin Haley

Guests and pending members in attendance included:
Susi Szeremy and Katie Doomey
Approval of Minutes A motion to approve the minutes of the previous [April 13, 2018]
meeting was made by Barb Arney and seconded by Carol Shields.
A quorum being present the meeting proceeded.

Officers’ Reports
The Secretary’s Minutes from the April 13, 2018 General Meeting, which had been sent
out as an attachment to the agenda was presented for approval pending audit. Motion for
approval was made by Suzanne Wright and seconded by Dianne Young. The membership
voted unanimously to accept the General membership minutes from 2018.
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Treasurer’s Report for 2019
The Treasurer’s Report for 2019, which had been sent out as an attachment to the
agenda was presented for approval pending audit. Motion for approval was made by Rene
Sands and seconded by Pam Bartholomew. The membership voted unanimously to
accept the Treasurer’s Report for 2019.
MARCH 22,2019 ABLA TREASURER'S REPORT
Last Report Balance.................$10,015.75
Current Balance.....................$14,199.02
NET GAIN.............................$4,183.27
INCOME
Mudi Club of America $103.06
Herd Ewe Down the Bayou..............$2,512.71
Raffle Tickets..........................$420.00
Fast Cat Entries......................$1,550.00
TOTAL.................................$4,585.77
EXPENSES
Liability Insurance....................$402.50
DIFFERENCE...........................$4,183.27

Other Reports
The AKC/FSS Report was presented by Sharrii Hunt and R. Margaret Currier.
There was a detailed discussion of prior events and records which were not accepted
by the AKC, including the prior year’s open show at Purina Farms due to the low number
of other breeds participating.
Ms. Currier described the recent process of reviewing all material, engaging in a dialog
with AKC, and producing a resulting checklist of twelve (12) items needed for full breed
and club acceptance.
Two of the particular items remaining as open items, the number of open shows and
the judges’ education requirements should be met with activities during the HEDTB event.
The remaining issues are essentially numerical requirements, particularly the total number
of dogs registered and the total number of litters.
At the time of the report 285 dogs were registered, with 4 more registrations expected
in the immediate future. The requirement is for 300 registered dogs. The AKC requirement
is for a total of 20 litters and 4 more are required. The membership present was advised
that the ongoing questions they may have heard about concerning lineages, litters, and
registrations had been part of the effort to secure AKC recognition of a larger number of
dogs, which had resulted in the acceptance by AKC of a number of dogs which had
previously been discounted from the total numbers for full breed recognition and for ABLA
to gain full member club status.
A report on the status of club dues was presented by Sharri Hunt. She informed the
general membership that the Board had voted to retain the low dues rate of $10 per year
to encourage both new and continuing membership. In large part the maintenance of low
annual dues is part of an effort to decrease yeartoyear annual membership fluctuation.
Members are encouraged to prepay a year or two in advance to avoid fluctuation.
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A report on the Canine College program was presented by Sharrii. The lead has been
taken on this effort by Sharrii, Diane Koontz Bresee, and Sonja Ostrom. With the
additional material obtained at the prior AKC National in Orlando the ABLA submissions
for Canine College are almost complete. A report on Public Education and Outreach by
ABLA about the breed was given by Sharrii. The Meet the Breed participation at the past
AKC National was good and there are indications of interest in the breed as a result of
that effort. Also, members are strongly encouraged to participate in local or regional Meet
the Breed events, herding trials and demonstrations, and any other event at which other
dog fanciers and/or the general public can be introduced to the qualities and versatility of
the Belgian Laekenois. The ABLA website has been revamped and has been moved to a
new webhost. The new website is now at “laeken.club”. (the old sites are still active but
need updated) Also, members are encouraged to send in photos of their Laekenois
engaged in all nature of activities, trials, and tests for inclusion in the Laekenwire and use
on the Website to improve education and outreach.
Additionally, as part of the Public Education and Outreach effort the Laeken Fun Daze
to be held July 1015, 2019, including the proxy jump event for rescue fundraising, was
discussed. The Meet the Breed event at Raleigh, which is upcoming was also discussed,
and Sharrii Hunt indicated she would be attending and urged others to attend.
ABLA will participate in the AKC RDO Meet the Breed event, and the Board previously
approved a $200 advance for motels, travel, booth decorations, and handouts for the
public related to this event.
ABLA will participate in the AKC National Championsip Meet the Breed event in
Orlando, the Board previously approved a $900 advance for motel, travel, electricity,
handouts, and booth design for this event.
A report on ABLA sponsored FAST CAT was given by Sharrii Hunt. The events are held
in Stony Point, NC at the Carolina Training Center and Dock Diving Pool owned by
members Chet and Bev Roberts. The dates, past and future, for 2019 are February 9 and
10, March 23 and 24, November 16 & 17 and 4 events for December 7 & 8.. ABLA
proceeds will go to rescue efforts and future events.
A report on fund raising was given by Sharrii Hunt. Efforts at fund raising were
summarized as including FAST CAT events, FUN DAZE at the pool, FDC, and the phone
raffle. Additional funds may be raised by program and TShirt sales.

Old Business
The Board recommends that ABLA continue the next two years at the special dues rate
of $10.00 per year for single membership.
The Board recommends to members that they DNA their Laekenois through Embark.
This information is used for research purposed and is the owner’s property to share with
whom they wish. ABLA is getting a special price for the kits  $139.00 as part of the
research. Suzanne Wright is the chairperson for the project.
As part of the effort to gain full breed recognition and for ABLA to gain full member club
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status the AKC has requested that the membership vote again on their wishes for the
Belgian Laekenois to become fully recognized by the AKC and moved to the Herding
Group.
Motion: Moved by Sharrii Hunt and seconded by Pat Woicek that ABLA seek full
recognition by AKC and be moved to the Herding Group. This motion carried unanimously.
A letter on club letterhead will be submitted showing a unanimously approved motion.

New Business
The Board has voted to accept an invitation to participate in the Morris and Essex Show
for 2020. The membership then had a discussion of the unique and prestigious nature of
the Morris and Essex Show. The invitation was extended to ABLA through the courtesies
and efforts of Lorraine Bisso, an AKC judge based in Metairie, Louisiana who is a member
of Morris and Essex and in charge of coordination of invitations for many breeds for Morris
and Essex. If ABLA does not yet have full recognition it will be a supported entry event. If
ABLA has full recognition it will be ABLA’s national specialty. Carol Shields volunteered to
serve as the chairperson for ABLA’s participation in Morris and Essex and the 2020
national specialty. No motion was made on this item as no official action by the general
membership is needed.
The topic of incorporation of ABLA was raised by Sharrii Hunt and then further
explained by Donald
L. Hyatt, II, Esq. a member of the Louisiana Bar. It was explained that ABLA had
previously been incorporated under the laws of the State of Colorado, but that the
corporate charter had been revoked for administrative reasons many years ago. This was
followed by a discussion of the ramifications of nonincorporated status from a business
and liability viewpoint. It was further explained that Louisiana corporate law is generally
unremarkable and in line with prevailing national corporate law, and incorporation under
Louisiana law should not pose any problems for operations nationally. Donald L. Hyatt, II
then offered to reincorporate ABLA under Louisiana law, with all professional services to
be donated and the only charges to ABLA being any out ofpocket filing fees or expenses
related to the formation of the new corporate entity. It was recommended that the new
entity be formed as a non profit corporation under the Laws of the State of Louisiana.
Motion: Moved by Pat Bartholomew and seconded by Rene Sands that Donald L. Hyatt, II,
Esq., acting on behalf of ABLA, incorporate ABLA as a nonprofit corporation under the
Laws of the State of Louisiana as soon as practical.
The topic of possible unification of the four Belgian breeds as one breed for AKC
purposes was discussed, but in light of the recent negative votes by one or more other
Belgian breed clubs the matter was tabled for further action at such time as it becomes a
viable issue based on action by the AKC and/or the other Belgian breed clubs.

Announcements
Members were reminded that all titles, not just conformation titles, gained by Laekenois
should be reported to ABLA for use in publicizing the breed and for inclusion in AKC
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recognition materials. Members were reminded that more CGC judges are needed for
future events and that any members who can should get qualified as such to assist in
future events.

Adjournment
R. Margaret Currier moved that the meeting be adjourned, and this was agreed upon at
8:30 p.m.

Addendum
After the end of the meeting Pat Woicek, Barbara Arney, and Pam Bartholomew
volunteered to serve on the nominations committee with Sharri Hunt.
Acting Secretary Donald L. Hyatt, II
Date of Approval 6 May 2019 by Sharrii Hunt

L A E K E N W I R E B RA G S
Susan Bryant

W

izard  Splashdance's Firebolt CGC RATN TKN SCN SIN (UCh UCDX UR02
Suncatchers Alexandria Light UD RE CL1 HCTs x Keepsake d'Eroudur) 
finished his Novice Interior and Novice Container nosework titles at Greater Toledo
Obedience Training Club in Ohio on March 10, 2019. Wizard is owned and loved by
Susan Bryant and Randie Meyer.

W

izard (Splashdance's Firebolt CGC TKN SIN SCN RATO  UCH UR02 UCDX
Suncatcher's Alexandria Light UD RE HCTs CL1 x Keepsake d'Eroudur) finished
his Open title in Barn Hunt today (March 24, 2019) at Greenville Area Training Club in
Ohio with a third place and one minute under the maximum course time.
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LAEKENWIRE ABLA NATIONAL BEST OF BREED
GOSHA
American Belgian Laekenois Association National Specialty Best of Breed
Jet Spirit of Land CM PT HSAS CGC FDC TT
Galdra's Mind Son of Mine ex Demo DeVice House Ushakov
Bred By Olena Lakoshko of Kharkiv Ukraine
Owned by Donald L Hyatt II, R Margaret Hyatt Currier & Binoche M Currier Hyatt
Shown by Family Friend, Amateur Handler & Berger Picard Owner Jeremy
Middlebrooks
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Barb Arney

P

ilote Prive D'eroudur earned his AKC novice containers and novice Interiors titles in
Jan. Maestro Cadenza d'Luxueux earned his Cwags Level 1 and Level 2 scent
work titles. He also earned his UKC pre trial in novice and advanced. Also won high in trail
in Novice containers in April.
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Pam Bartholomew

P

iper. Sinanju's Bejla of Quint, earned her IT (Herding Instinct), CGCA, and Novice
Trick Dog titles at HEDTB.

Then she finished her DCAT (Fast CAT 500 point) title, and is fastest Laeken.
The first weekend in May, she earned her RM (Rally Master) and RAE (Rally Advanced
Excellent) titles with many high combined awards and one perfect triple (300) score.

Piper finished her Rally
Master title today and also
passed Advanced and
Excellent for her ninth RAE Q.
She won both the high double
and high triple score. Then we
ventured into the obedience
ring to do Random Rewards
Novice. You can reward one
exercise with a toy, and I chose
the recall. When we went back
into the ring for awards, the
judge gave Piper a perfect 200
score.
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Rene Sands

F

lorida Laekens participated in
the annual Pup Ruck 5K
Fundraiser in Gainesville to benefit
Service Dogs for Patriots. This great
organization pairs rescued dogs with
veterans in need and offers training
and support while successful
partnerships are formed. Safron with
Bill Sands and Sarge with Will are
pictured with Michelle Dunlap and
Sharon Stoner, organizers of the
event.

They made new friends, spent
some time with our veterans, and
generated lots of interest in the
Belgian Laekenois breed. Sarge and
Safron were sponsored by Koogler
and Associates.
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Carol Shields

P

hantom's Kinky Boots BOpen Show
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Suzanne Wright
ABLA SPECIALTY
0507APR19
Naughty & Nice da Case
Mont’Alves (aka Wicked) earned
her Trick Dog Novice (TKN) title
and her Temperament Test (TT)
title at the American Belgian
Laekenois Association (ABLA)
2019 Specialty, also known as
Herd Ewe Down the Bayou
(HEDTB). Wicked showed in five
of the Open Shows. Wicked was
bred by Rui Alves Monteiro,
Portugal, and is owned by
Suzanne Wright of Middleburg,
FL.
Ranchodutchie’s Ruw Van Der
Woude (aka Ruw), a Rough
Haired Dutch Shepherd, owned
by Amanda Smith and Suzanne
Wright also attended the HEDTB.
Ruw earned new titles also. Ruw
got her Canine Good Citizenship
(CGC) and TT titles, plus half of
the requirement for her Herding
Instinct title. Ruw was a big help
in helping ABLA meet the AKC
requirements about having other
FSS and Miscellaneous breeds at
the ABLA Open Shows.
Wicked also got a beautiful
sash with her name and titles on
it.
Another feature of the HEDTB
was the addition of the Second
Line, honoring passed titled
Laekenois. Fast & Furious da
Casa Mont’Alves IH, CGC,
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(Phineas) owned by Amanda Smith
and Suzanne Wright was honored.
Also honored with a lovely ribbon was
Fitz Fabulous By Nature da Casa
Mont’Alves IH, CGC (Ferb) owned by
Suzanne Wright.
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A SPECIAL ABLA
" T H A N K YO U "
Juan Carlos Sabogal

J

uan Carlos Sabogal a quiet and talented fellow, who made incredible contributions
to the Herd Ewe Down the Bayou event.

Juan was out there handing his dog, like the rest of us, in herding, in temperament
testing, and confirmation as well. Every day at 1130 he took the time to make a liason with
Buddy Dantin to get the food set up and they worked together to get things put away as
well.
Juan provided us with salad and sweets as well.His calm, gracious, thorough manner in
getting out meals together was greatly appreciated by all, as we sat and ate our wonderful
Lousiana Cajun and Creole food. Thank You Juan, we appreciate all of you hard work.

Katie & Brandon Doomey

T

hank You to Katie & Brandon for all of the help with the ATTS. Who would have
thought that the dude with the Poolecorn ( yes a poodle groomed as a unicorn)
would have had the appropriate firearm for the ATTS testing. Thank You for that and thank
you for all of the driving about to pick up the Pizza for the Annual Meeting.

Bill & Rene Sands

A

big Thank You to Bill and Rene Sands for plunging across the Causeway to the
airport to pick up the herding judge who arrived from out of state. Your contribution
of this drive helped the event immensely.
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3 G E N E R AT I O N S P E D I G R E E
DEFINED

Foundation Stock Service Transition to Full
Recognition and the Impact on AKC Registration
Eligibility

A Must Read for Belgian Laekenois Puppy Buyers, Breeders
and Fanciers
DL Hyatt II & R Margaret Hyatt Currier
25 May 2019
In the process that the American Kennel Club (AKC) that is known as the Road to
Recognition the 3 Generations Pure Pedigree issue is often spoken about but not always
clearly understood. At this juncture with the Belgian Laekenois breed about to be fully
recognized, it is key that all understand how the rules affect each and every dog who is
registered currently in the system in the Foundation Stock Service and moving forward to
the AKC's system of Full Registration.
In essence the 3 Generations Pedigree rule is the parameter the AKC utilizes in
building a stud book, then closes the studbook once the number (300 minimum) of
individuals to create a fully accepted breed within the framework of AKC rules.
This article is written with the Belgian Laekenois in mind, but may possibly be applied to
any breed seeking AKC recognition that is a derivative of a breed or variety of a breed.
The AKC defines the Belgian Laekenois as a stand alone breed, as are the Belgian
Malinois, Belgian Sheepdog and Belgian Tervuren. Other registration systems around the
world allow the Belgian Shepherds to be bred as intervariety breeding, where the coat
type of the individual dog being the determining factor for the variety. Known as Register
as they drop in other systems. The AKC does not allow for this type of registration at the
time of this article's publication. In the case of the Belgian Laekenois, the most common
combination seen is Laekenois to Malinois, although Tervuren, and Belgian Sheepdogs
bred to Laekenois have been done, outside of the AKC system
The AKC does not allow for intervariety breeding in it's system. The sire and dam must
always be of the same AKC breed regardless of the pedigree origin.
The AKC begins the acceptance of a new breed process by taking in registrations in a
system called the Foundation Stock Service. The FSS is just as it sounds, a system of
record keeping for the Foundation Stock for a particular breed. The acceptable dogs for
Foundation Stock registrations can be less than 3 Generations pure Laekenois. The
limitation here is that dogs less than 3 Generations will not be moved forward from FSS
status to Full AKC once the shift to full recognition for the breed occurs, and thus these
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dogs have not been counted in the full 300 minimum dogs required. The dogs left behind
in FSS are allowed to compete in all Laekenois eligible AKC events except conformation.
Once full acceptance of a breed occurs the Foundation Stock Process Stud Book
Closes. The dogs within the Foundation Stock Service with less than 3 generations
certified by the AKC can be utilized as breeding stock, but may not compete in
conformation events. If the less than 3 Generations Laekenois produce and offspring that
is 3 Generations Laekenois, that puppy is eligible for Full AKC Registration. No more dogs
will be allowed to register with AKC in the FSS system, once the transition from FSS to
Full AKC occurs. There is a provision that the other Belgian Breed have had the benefit of
regarding importation of dogs from outside the AKC system. To clarify as of 23 May 2019
the AKC has decided to include the Laekenois in this special registration rule, as prior to
this date, the AKC has indicated that the rule would not apply to Laekenois.
The rule essentially takes into account that the other registries in the world do allow for
intervariety breeding and this rule addresses the criteria for handling the dogs registration
status within AKC. The AKC with this rule has put limitations on the acceptance of import
pedigrees and it is very important to understand that this rule ONLY applies once the
breed moves to full status.
At no time will the AKC accept a 50% Laekenois 50% other Belgian dog, ie. Sire
Laekenois and Dam Other Belgian or Sire Other Belgian and Dam Laekenois.
As of May 23, 2019, the AKC Director of Registration Services, Linda Duncklee has
clarified in writing via Christine Weiss the applicability of the Special Registration Import
Rules for Laekenois post Full AKC Acceptance. Prior to this date the MariBeth O'Neill and
Christine Weiss of the AKC had said and written that the Laekenois would be required to
have 3 Generations Pedigree regardless of Import or American Bred Status and would not
be included in this special rule group with the other Belgians.
The determination as of May 23, 2019 is that the following rule will apply post Full AKC
Acceptance. The rule is as follows:
Registration of Imports
(June 1995 AKC Board meeting and February 1997 AKC Board meeting)
It is the policy of The American Kennel Club to give full faith and credit to the certified
export certificate accompanied by a complete three-generation pedigree tendered from
countries with a registry on AKC's acceptable list.
If the sire or dam of an import is AKC registered, AKC registration will only be afforded to
the imported offspring if the AKC breed for the AKC registered sire and/or dam is the same
as the breed of the offspring. This was a result of questions pertaining to the Belgian breeds.
https://www.akc.org/rules/policy-manual/policy-manual-registration/

If you choose to register an import with less than 3 Generations dog in FSS, it will get
left behind in the registry process and only ever be an FSS registered dog. If you wait to
register an imported Laekenois, where the pedigree shows sire and dam as Laekenois
AND the individual dog to be registered as Laekenois, with less than 3 Generations until
after full acceptance, then the dog will most likely have full AKC Registration rights and not
be held back in the FSS system.
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Imports are allowed to be registered Full AKC with less than 3 Generations post AKC
Full Acceptance. Both parents MUST be the same Breed, Intervariety is not allowed in
the AKC Registration System. The definition of Intervariety is any breeding where the sire
and dam are not of the same AKC breed.
If you register an imported dog less than 3 Generations in the FSS system the dog will
not move forward to full AKC acceptance. This is a nuance but an important nuance. With
the breed this close to full acceptance, the less than 3 Generations will not count for the
total, so waiting until after full acceptance to register Full AKC may be a better plan for
Imported dogs with less that 3 Generations.
There are limitations on which registries are acceptable as proof of purebred status of
an individual dog by the AKC.
The list of registries acceptable by the AKC can be found at:
https://www.akc.org/rules/special-registry-services/#foreign

The FAQ list for processing foreign registrations can be found at:
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/contact/answer_center/special_registry.cfm

The FSS registration application is found at:
https://images.akc.org/pdf/ADFSS1.pdf

The FSS Program information can be found at:
https://www.akc.org/breeder-programs/foundation-stock-service-program/
program-home/

The specific path from FSS to full recognition can be found at:
http://images.akc.org/pdf/Road_from_FSS_to_Full_AKC_Status_Checklist.pdf

The key for the Laekenois in the eyes of AKC is the purity of the breed as a stand alone
breed. The AKC will do research on each pedigree submitted and determine if the dog in
question is 3 Generation pure Laekenois or not for the purpose of FSS Registration. There
is an additional review available via an audit process by if the American Belgian Laekenois
Association when proof is provided showing clearly the 3 Generations Status. This sort of
review has been undertaken by ABLA with several dogs that were improperly categorized
currently in the database with good success, as long as the proof of the individual dog's
lineage is clearly provided.
The listing of Registered Laekenois with the AKC in the Foundation Stock Service is
comprised of 1 Generation Laekenois, 2 Generations Laekenois, 3 Generations
Laekenois and dogs that are 50% Other Belgian Breeds.
The 3 Generations rule seems simple enough, but in the interest of complete
clarification here are some important facts.
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Generation 1 is considered Sire and Dam
Generation 2 is considered Grand Sire and Grand Dam
Generation 3 is Great Grand Sire and Great Grand Dam
Should anything other than Laekenois appear in generation 1, 2 or 3 the Dog seeking
to be AKC Registered will NOT be AKC FULL Registration Eligible within the FSS System.
Ancestors beyond three generations are not considered by the AKC.
It is imperative that buyers and breeders alike evaluate the situation with regard to both
current rules and post AKC Full Acceptance rules, along with the actual pedigree of the
potential dog to be purchased. A potential purchaser should complete due diligence by
thoroughly researching the pedigrees. This due diligence should include review of the
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actual Registration Paperwork and Pedigree for the Sire and Dam as well as the dog to be
purchased. This is true regardless of the origin of the Sire and Dam or whatever
registration system will control the registration path of the puppy.
Be sure the breeder or seller is able to provide proof of registration in any and all
systems in which they claim the dog is registered or eligible for registration. In the AKC
system you can set up an account and via the “Manage Your Dogs” and do a search via
“Add a Dog” to confirm if a individual dog is registered. The search can be one with full or
partial name entry
If you register a dog less than 3 Generations in the FSS system the dog will not move
forward to full AKC acceptance. This is a nuance but an important nuance. With the breed
this close to full acceptance, the less than 3 Generations imported dog will not count for
the total, so waiting until after full acceptance to register Full AKC may be a better plan for
Imported dogs with less that 3 Generations.
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MICHELE MILLER

M

ichele Miller, Secretary for the 2019 Herd Ewe Down the
Bayou events, pictured here with her beloved Border Collie,
Dutch, Australian Shepherds, Saylor and Rain, passed away one
month to the day after the completion of all of the events required by
AKC for full recognition for the Belgian Laekenois. Michele was instrumental in managing
the herding and conformation portions of the event. The American Belgian Laekenois
Association could not have pulled off such a fantastic event without her local knowledge
and herding trial management talents. We as a club owe a lot to Michele.
She was an exceptional dog handler, excelling in every sport she tried, herding, dock
diving, barn hunt and conformation to name a few. She did work as a event secretary for
many dog events in Louisiana and the surrounding area. A savvy business woman being
one of the only female owners of an aerial application (crop dusting) helicopter company
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in America. She would sometimes arrive in a helicopter, accompanied by her dogs of
course. Michelle made a positive impact wherever she traveled. Many people benefited
from her kind, considerate manner especially when she reached out to help others, which
was often. Michele's enthusiasm for the things she loved to do, dock diving for example
was infectious. Her strength was legendary, she moved through the challenges in her life
with grace. None of us knew that what she termed as bronchitis while she worked the
herding trials was the metastasis of the cancer that would suddenly take this brilliant
woman from all of us. Her strong beliefs saw her through these painful, difficult times.
Michele possessed an unparalleled sweetness, an amazing sense of humor and the best
smile ever. The world was a better place with her in it. Fly free Michele, may you have
blue skies and wonderful puppy dogs forever and always.
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LO U A N N E C RA F T

L

ou Anne Craft Burford, 64, of Forest, Virginia passed away on
Thursday, June 6, 2019. She was the daughter of a major
local business man, car dealership owner and aviation enthusiast.
She was crowned Miss Lynchburg in her younger days. She owned
Forest Pet Care a boarding facility for many years. Her training and focus to show dogs,
her true passion was
another form of pageantry,
always executed to
perfection. She was
incredibly devoted to her
mother who at the time of
Lou Anne's death was
suffering in end stage
dementia.
Lou Anne initially showed
and bred Bouvier des
Flandres through the 1990's
and early 2000's but, made
a real mark on the Belgian
Laekenois breed by
importing 9 dogs from
various breeders in Western
and Central Europe. Dirkje
van de Schranshoeve,
Roughrags Truand,
Roughrags Maheegan,
Khabaret Simply Red,
Zabelle D'Eroudur,
Chevalrics Darling Diva,
Alastor du Chateau De
Montmirail, Roughrags
Journey Of JBoy, and most
recently, Imke fan’e
Rispinge. She bred an
additional 16 Laekenois.
She was responsible for
many AKC Certificates of
Merit (CM) on her dogs,
making a strong contribution
to the breed gaining full
AKC Acceptance. Lou Anne
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held the breed all time record for total number of CM's with Flaxfields I Got a Roughside
CM6. Her operation was what she termed a “closed kennel” and as such, she never
allowed others to have any breeding interactions with her dogs.
Flaxfields dogs were known for being pure old style Laekenois, without any infusion of
any of the other Belgian breeds/varieties. The Flaxfields solid, calm temperaments
included the ability to get along with other dogs and cats fabulously. Lou Anne never
allowed for ill behavior among her dogs, as she would run all 10 dogs, 7 intact males and
3 bitches together without difficulties. Dogs that did not make the grade for her did not stay
at Flaxfields. Both of her kennel facilities were immaculate. Her close relationship with the
Mangerholts of Roughrags Laekenois from Sweden, was key in the development of her
program. She had great plans going ahead and was looking forward to the breed's full
acceptance by the AKC so she could capitalize on the great success of Mac her CM6 dog.
She did not believe in titling dogs in other than conformation. Lou Anne was pleased with
her Maggie's talents in groundhog hunting, and termed them “real barn hunts”. She was
enthralled with Mac's sense of humor and his great success in the ring. Lou Anne was
looking forward to her up and coming Roughrags Journey Of JBoy continued success in
the USA.
She was a unflinching and proud figure, who lived her life with an incredibly high level
of perfection, always dressed flawlessly in her St. John's suits. Lou Anne eschewed any
dress less than this level in the show ring. Her dogs were groomed in a similar manner, all
trimmed up and nary a hair out of place. She was a fierce competitor and loved her
favorite dogs with equal ferocity. Her beloved heart dog Roughrags Truand, known as Tru,
who protected her home at the time of her death, was cremated to be with her so that they
will spend their eternal life together. The rest of her dogs were placed by friends at the
family's direction, and some of the Flaxfields dogs will continue her legacy with their
competition careers.
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ABLA LIST OF OFFICERS &
C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N
Title

Name

State e-mail

Phone

President

Sharrii Hunt

NC

ccsdseh4299@yahoo.com

828 7292428

Vice Pres

Sonja Ostrom

CO

kupendabelgians@juno.co

720 3478571

Treas

Sheila Walker

OR

mybelgianboys@yahoo.co

541 9558912

Sec

Sheila Jones

NC

sjoneswnc@gmail.com

Board

Diane Bresee

TN

falcara@bellsouth.net

865 2743599

Craig Kossuth

FL

craig.kossuth@parsons.co

305 2568494

Kelly Goodman

MT

mttervs@wtp.net

406 6523593

Sonja Ostrom

CO

kupendabelgians@juno.co

720 3478571

AKC Parent
Club Delegate

m

Please note:
When trying to contact ABLA officers & Board  please make sure you fill out the
subject line with ABLA in it. By phone, if you are not identified with caller ID  please
leave a message and call back number. Several of us have been hacked.

In regards to LaekenWire:
Articles and information to be included in LaekenWire should be sent to Sharrii at
ccsdseh4299@yahoo.com. Mike will not be picking up information via the Facebook
pages, so be sure and send your brags and announcements and photos to Sharrii.
LaekenWire Editor

Mike McCormack

N

gleepism+abla@gmail.com

Ribbon images CC-BY-SA4.0 "Madebypeoplelikeyou", source: wikimedia commons
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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AMERICAN BELGIAN
L A E K E N O I S A S S O C I AT I O N
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 2018-2020

T

he American Belgian Laekenois Association (ABLA) is an organization committed
to the preservation and wellbeing of the Belgian Laekenois, bringing together
owners, breeders, and enthusiasts of the versatile Belgian Laekenois. ABLA is the
national parent organization and registry for the Laekenois in the United States and lists
among its purposes as obtaining American Kennel Club recognition of the Belgian
Laekenois. As such, ABLA is eligible to sponsor and/or sanction conformation and
obedience events following all AKC rules and regulations. ABLA is also dedicated to the
preservation of the working ability of the Belgian Laekenois and interested in educating
and promoting all aspects of the Belgian Laekenois including conformation, obedience,
herding, temperament, agility and tracking, and most important  responsible breeding.
There shall be four types of memberships open to all persons 18 years of age and older
who are in good standing with The American Kennel Club.
Types of Membership:
(a) Regular (Individual) — Enjoys all club privileges including the right to vote and hold office.
($10/$20)
(b) Household — Two (2) adult members residing in the same household, each eligible to vote and
hold office. ($15/$30)
(c) Foreign — for those individuals who are not U.S. residents (or its territories and possessions).
Shall be entitled to all club privileges, except voting and holding an office. (Individual $10/$20)
(Household $15/$30)
(d) Associate — Entitled to all club privileges except voting and office holding. (Individual
$10/$20) (Household $15/$30)
(e) Junior — Open to children under 18 years of age; a nonvoting/non office holding membership
which may automatically convert to regular membership at age 18. (No cost)
If you have questions, contact: Kelly Goodman, (406) 6523593, mttervs@wtp.net .
Please complete the following application and mail to:
Kelly Goodman
2201 East Lane
Billings, MT
59101 (USA)
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ABLA MEMBERSHIP
A P P L I C AT I O N
T YPE OF MEMBERSHIP

(T WO YEAR MEMBERSHIP IS PREFERRED)

Individual:
___ $20 for two years

___ $10 for one year

Household:
___ $30 for two years

___ $15 for one year

Associate:
___ Individual $20 for two years
___ Household $30 for two years

___ Individual $10 for one year
___ Household $15 for one year

Foreign:
___ Individual $20 for two years
___ Household $30 for two years

___ Individual $10 for one year
___ Household $15 for one year

Junior: ___ (No Cost)
Name(s):____________________________________________________Date: _____________
_______________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
E-mail address: ________________________________________________________________
Best Time and Telephone # to reach you: _____________________________________
Do you own a Belgian Laekenois? [ yes ] [ no ] How Many? ___________________
Other breeds? ________________________________________________________________
Laeken/Dog Interests: _________________________________________________________
I can help ABLA by: ____________________________________________________________
$ ______________ . _____ dues enclosed (US Funds only)
____ I agree to abide by the Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules of the
American Belgian Laekenois Association.
Sponsoring ABLA Members: Signature(s) (see back for sponsor information)
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

32 | SUMMER 2019

LAEKENWIRE
SPONSORING ABLA MEMBERS
1. ABLA prefers that two ABLA members in good standing for at least one year sign as
sponsors. or
2. One sponsor should be an ABLA member in good standing for at least one year and
the second sponsor can be a member of other AKC Belgian Clubs such as ABTC, BSCA,
and ABMC. or
3. If you do not have a sponsor from one of the other Belgian breed clubs, the ABLA will
accept letters of recommendation from other AKC club affiliates, AKC judges, your
veterinarian, etc., which will be forwarded to the Membership Committee to determine
eligibility of future membership. Then, the Membership Committee will forward the
application to the ABLA Board for approval.

SPONSORS
1. If you prefer to email your sponsorship for a prospective member, you can email
Kelly Goodman at mttervs@wtp.net stating that you will sponsor an applicant for
membership.
2. If you are writing a letter of recommendation, you can email Kelly Goodman at
mttervs@wtp.net
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J U N E 2 0 1 9 A KC G A Z E T T E

C

heck out Susi Szeremy's AKC Gazette Article, "Belgians On the Bayou"! in line
AKC Gazette, June 2019 issue.
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